


The 1977 Log cannot be found. It was a memorable
summer, as each Runoia summer is memorable, but 1977
was particularly special because we celebrated our beloved
Johnny's Fiftieth Summer in camp. The log was dedicated
to her. Therefore, this attempt to recapture a time in
Runoia's history is also dedicated to Marian R. Johnson.
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Skit presented on opening night:

*Twas the night before opening and all through the camp
Spirits were soaring though the weather was damp

The counselors were ready and they turned out their lights
But good golly, Miss Molly, what to do Saturday night?
"We need an EP," Betty said quite upset,

"And it's gotta be good, these kids are the best."

"Oh sigh," said the counselors, "we all want to sleep."
"But duty is duty and duty we'll keep."

What to do? Total silence had fallen over the room

And suddenly a voice piped up from the gloom.

"I know," cried out Andrea and BJ together,

"We'll take them to the lake and teach them to feather."
"That's wrong," cried out Boop and Jack made a face
"We're gonna teach them all to sail in this place."
Jenny and Sara nodded their heads. "It's settled now,
We can all go to bed."

But out cried a voice and in clarion tones

Ellen was making her presence well know.

"Take them sailing? Oh really, you've got to be crazy
All sailors are is incredibly lazy."

"Meg and I will take them camping on a trip they'll remember
Long after they go to school in September."

"Goodnight all," they said, but before they could leave
A tennis ball whizzed through the rafters with ease.
Connie jumped in, all decked in her whites

"Tennis anyone? It's better at night."

"I insist," she said in an accent midwest

"That EP should be nothing less than the best."

"Oh yeah?" said Alison, and pointing a gun,

Said, "Riflery is really so much more fun -

They'll follow me from the courts to the shed

And I'll make sure they're ready for bed."

And just as we thought we could all close our eyes

Up popped a loud but pint-sized surprise.



"Scottie's my name and swimming's my game -

Right! Yah! The water's cold but I'm not to blame.
We'll teach them to swim before they all snooze

We better get to it, there's no time to lose."

"Oh, forget it," cried Liz and Grace with disgust.
"We'll take them to crafts, to create is a must."
"Weaving, batik and enamels we'll teach 'em

That's really the only way to reach 'em."

But before the words had barely reached our ears
David, Richard, Eric came in with a cheer.

"Let's be practical," they said in voices so stern.
"There's trunks to be moved and garbage to burn."
"The hand brake is broken on the new green truck
We've tried to fix it, but haven't had any luck.
Tinkering with cars is a wonderful game

We're sure the campers will all feel the same."
Louise interrupted, "What's the use of a car?

With a horse you can practically get just as far.
Jack Carlton and I have discovered the solution

And besides they don't even cause pollution."

Trudy was skeptical, she sighed in dismay,

"Really, you guys, this dude knows the way.
Archery's the thing that will capture their hearts
Besides, I spent time on that archery chart."
Johnny had quietly sat in the back

She knew the solution but waited to crack

(The silence.)

When the silence was close to being a snore

"All you've suggested is simply a bore.

Compared to what I have to offer this year

Howard Johnson's. Twelve flavors. The Cits are all here!"
Jack and Diane had even more inspiration

"Let's let them take care of the younger generation!"
Then Becky walked in, "But what will I do?

My job will disappear, my plans will fall through.



But really, I wouldn't mind a vacation

Pre-camp's been an incredibly taxing sensation.
"Perhaps," said a voice, we could all start a farm
We've got pigs and chickens and plenty of barns.
Four dogs, four cats will complete our yard

They can take care of them, it won't be hard.

"But actually," Colette so meekly suggested

"After their nerves with this poem you have tested
They'll have to see me, there's no doubt about that.
"I'11 make them all better." and then down she sat.
But we spent so long thinking and too long deciding
So in all of you we're quietly confiding.

We didn't do anything, we're embarrassed and red.

So please now, why don't you just go to bed!



JNG

By the shores of Mooselookmeguntic
By the testing camp at Bemis

Came the nine woodsmen Runoias
Those JMG Runoias.

They have learned their mighty skills
How to swing an ax and cook

Jlap and compass, and canoeing

Out in calm or wind canoeing.

They know how to make their shelters
Their fireplaces and wood piles

How to build a wet day fire

Know each tree both pine and broad-leafed.

Each has learned some tasty menus
And a list of trip equipment
First aid for any problem

Fishing laws and fire fighting.

Their many voices raised in song
As they bake and boil and fry

Will cheer each tester's morning
When they feast with those Runoias.

Nandy, Karen, Pam and Susan

Joined by Meg will build a campsite
Out in forest green and tree-filled
With a floor pine-needle covered.

Cyndi, Harriet, Laura, Linda

Their home nearby will settle

How quickly pass those four days
While they learn and work together.

In the land of moose and trout fish
By the shining big lake water

They will show their many skills

As in harmony they work.

We'll be anxious then to have them

Come back to our Runoia

To hear their many stories

And to share their memories, too

0f pines and glimmering water

Campsites nestled on the lakeshore
New-found friends, songs learned together,
Now return to Camp Runoia.

Diane Erler
Juiliy 25 1977



To The Cits

You're off for the St. Croix
It's a very special trip

Watch the rocks, hear that sound
As your paddles dip.

On to the place that's called Loon Bay
Now who is buried there?

Watch Canoose and Dog Falls

Left, or right...oh, where?

Little Falls is quite a spot

I hope you'll have some fun

Sleep well beside them when at night
All of your work is done.

To the campsite that's called Spednic

Be sure to give my best

That's where our friend Orange Bird was born
'Tis there you'll find his nest.

Through the flowage, push ahead

To Princeton you will go

Under the bridge and onto the lake
To that island we all know.

Say hi to Chet and Fred

My favorite spot of all

Sit on the rocks and watch the sun
As it begins to fall.

Then off to Chopping Landing

To meet the truck and Joe

We're anxious to hear all your tales
So hurry home, you know.

Diane Erler
August, 1977
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Come with me to smell the salt eir
%o wateh the gulls wheel and dive against
a sky of steel blue
to hear a bell buoy clanging in the soft
night air
And follow me to a mountaintop vividly outlined
against the morning sky
a lake
hidden among the rocks and trees
Talk with me about growing and learning
share your thoughts
strengthen your ideals
Sit with me beside a campfire

The summer has been one of

JNG
Jjoys
tears
trips
change
moving
colors
Camden
teaching
learning
laughter
decisions
First Aid
tag board
frustrations
visiting camps
responsibilities

planning together

dining room duties

. ¢limbing mountains and
canoeing oceans




Kathy Bowring
Whose feet are full of capers ——e———
Runs before the wind in & sailboatb
Chases tennis balls and
Archery 2crows
Races through life ——e

Pam Combes
For whom everything is “ex"
Sails through each day
S
Gives her time to
Avchery — and —friends
Dances to the music around her

Becky Cex

A dimpled smile ————
A %iny hand held in hers
Quiet steadfastness

And

Gentle strength

Pam Famous
Kicks up her heels at the horses
Keeps A.d.
Ciocse at hand ———
Is hoping to shoot a perfect score
And is questioning, questioning ———m-

Harriet Hubbard

Whese guick smile invites othexrs o
Respond +o .

Her quied, sasy manner

At home beside a campfire
Watching flames flicker

Hearing the call of a loon

roers

Nanette Malatesta

To whom s0 much was new

Found strength in the mounizing
And joy

In each new achievement —

Hearing the music —joining with her flute

Echoing

Emily Spanel
Sitting quietly aside —————
Racing up a mountain or

Down an ocean®s bay
Malking music
Walting
Looking for tOmOryow —— -




Sarah Tgbell

With o much to give

Climbing upwazrd

Listening —-learning — following
An easy smile

Welcomes all

—

Pogie Van Rengselaer

Vivacious

Giving

Tackling the world as it whizzes by
Laughing

Returning tennis balls as they whizz by

Sailing gleefully across the lake

Looking for falling stars -———

Liz West
Quietly watching or lending a hand ——
A part of everything-— everyone
Measuring and mapping
Waiting——
Seftly
Silently

Lavra Wilkinson

A wish upon a star
Summer of accomplishments
Hopes
Dreams

Others know-—fFfeel that she is lhere

A gentle strength ————

Lori Uinfield

gioplol—— -
A twinkle of those eyes

Searching for a missing puzzle piece

Finding a strength
Questioning
Accomplishing

Yes, come sit with me beside a campfire

Diane Erler
August 15, 1978
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1927

Miss Johnson is a baseball fan
She plays as often as she can
With Juniors, Sixth, or Fifth
To her it makes no diff,

And how she plays - Man, oh man!

Nickname - Johnnie

Failing - kissing Ray good-night

Occupation - throwing cold water on Billy at 7:50 A.M.
Abomination --having people late for sports

Aspiration - to have third shack agree on the baseball field
Saying - "hot"

Distinguishing characteristics - horn

1928

Miss Johnson is an Allez-0000p

She's the strongest member of that troop
When on a tear

She doesn't care

But rips the lantern off the stoop.

Alias - Johnny

Distinguishing characteristics - funniness

Occupation - making people dress right

Abomination - having fourth shack noisy while passing second
Aspiration - to have Jane play her accordian

Failing - her beret

Saying -"ssh - all out of Pix."

1929

Miss Johnson must have a hard time keeping track of Olan and her
Jewish family, to say nothing of the daily letter to Mr. Lester.
We believe she spends all her time reading "Life," "College
Humor" and "How to be Popular" and we find that with Miss
Johnson, the last works wonderfully.

Alias - Johnnie

Noted for - funniness

Abomination - 6th shack after taps

Occupation - writing letters to Mr. Lester

Aspiration - to have no one in 5th shack talk in their sleep
Failing - short bathing cap

Saying - "Foul ball - go back and touch your base."



1930

Chief Tennis-Play-Play Johnson

Miss Johnson, Chief Tennis-Play-FPlay
Makes witty remarks every day

For teasing her shack

She sure has a knack

Just ask them and hear what they say!

Nickname - Johnny

Noted for - being the mother of a big family
Abomination - truth and consequences
Occupation - playing tennis with Miss Madoodle
Aspiration - to invent slamless doors

Failing - baby buggy

Saying - "I've read a book..."

1957
Makes Raw Jokes

Camp name - Johnny

Pet peeve - people who come in to sweep late
Hangout - on the tennis courts

Saying - "Please don't bang the door."

1932
Makes Runoia Joyful

When Johnny was out on a trip
The fancy seized her to strip
She wished to get burned

And I'11l be durned

If she didn't give us a tip.

Camp name - Johnny

Distinguishing characteristic - sandals
Hangout - craft house

Abomination - Parabola backs

Aspiration - to have Betsy hold her back up
Pride - her ring

Saying - "Now say please."



1953
Men Run Joyfully

Johnny comes out well on trips

And in bedmaking seldom makes slips
She cracks jokes a mile

Without stopping to smile

As deftly the pancakes she flips.

Alias - Johnny

Pride - $2.50 camera

Occupation - singing second

Saying - "Have you taken your medicine, Lorna?"
Pet peeve - militaristic hums.

1934
Mothers Rebellious Juniors

Miss Johnson has eight mouths to feed
Each one shows an increase of greed
In each pot-bellied shackling

No appetite's lacking

That's one fact we're aware of indeed.

Looks - husky

Says - "Well, shall we leave it that way?"
Likes - her afghan

Needs - a bobby-pin

Has - sixteen little hands to wash

1935
Manages Rare Jumping

Johnny is counselor in Fifth Shack

She does things like measuring in track
She climbed up Katahdin

With such a big load on

You'd think she'd have broken her back.

Nickname - Johnny or Mrs. Dionne
Likes - mountain climbing
Aspiration - to 'clim' high with ease



1935 (continued)

Has - underwear

Needs - more triscuit
Says - "Oh my Godfrey!"
Pet peeve - 5th shack

1936

Johnnie improves with each season
Every year we find her more pleasin'
Her humor is raw

But she hasn't a flaw

Unless you object to her teasin'

Hails from - Glava, Illinois

Alias - Johnny

Wants - a whole horsehide for leather articles
Endures - dirty faces

Can't stand - orchestra

Enjoys - sleep

Says - "Fall in!"

193,

Alias - Johnny

Hails from - Hillsdale School

Likes - quiet in the morning

Wants - to take 2nd shack on a trip

Has - a study-hall glare at flag raising
Needs - more clothes for J. Reed

Says - "6th shack is noisy."

1938
Made Rangeley Joyful

Alias - Johnny

Hails from - Wellesley

Likes - inactive activities

Wants - cabins on trips ,

Says - "Mrs. Branham, please send Gilbert with mop."
Looks - for trouble

Pet peeve - anything that's trouble



1939
Makes Raw Jokes

Alias - Johnnie

Hails from - Cincinnati

Wants - to retire

Looks - for a laugh

Pet peeve - Dr. Swan and Cheribiribin
Likes - to joke

Says - "Is this all the hot cereal we have, Nannie?"

1940
Makes Riotous Jokes

Name - Marian Johnson
Pet peeve - statistics
So this is where we end.

1941
Makes Rules Judiciously

Miss Johnson is fond of her bed

You may not have heard, but 'tis said
She won't come to play

Unless she can stay

With her feet on a line with her head.

1942
Makes Rash Jumps

Christened - Marian R. Johnson

Called - Johnny

Comes from - the infirmary

Condition - impaired

Craves - hefty heavers

Comments - "Oh, let me see - I'll take my favorite

- Ypsilanti."



1943

The oh, so recalcitrant Johnny

Takes pleasure in deviling Connie

By her, summer was done

Before we'd begun

Which now seems more tragic than funny.

Hancock - Marian Rachel Johnson
Handle - Johnny

Home - Mrs. Grant's study

Has - s way with her

Hopes - to abolish movie magazines
Heartache - drools

Havitually - playing ghost

Hollers - "Look out, I'm after a man!"

1944

1945

Johnny left third in the lurch
After many a frantic search

For bands for the braids

0f Third's renegades...

Then Dowd came and sat on her perch.

1946

Has - a rocking chair

Hopes - she won't have to take the 4th shack door down again
Habitually - teaching juniors to bounce balls

Heartache - unmarked laundry

Hollers - "Play ball!"

1947

Alias - Johnny



1947 (continued)

Hails from - Galva

Has - bats

Appears - to have recovered

Hopes - she hasn't

Pet peeve - fishermen

Hollers - "Hells Bells, wait for the Bambino

1948

Johnny's good at organization

For her hard work she won an ovation
Let's clear 4th shack dock

0f that miserable rock

The dislocates on dislocation.

Handle - Johnny

Hails from - Cincinnati

Has - her English captain

Hopes - not to have to go to Abena
Habitually - playing GHOST
Hollers - "Large or small?"

1949

That Johnny's our darling's been told
Her math leaves us warm, never cold

For she multiplies laughs

Divides troubles in halves

She glitters and what's more she's gold.

Alias - Johnny

Hails from - Hillsdale

Appears - with her Stevie-of-the-Ritz hair-do
Hopes - for rain

Pet peeve - 6th shack's being late to flag raising
Yells - "I stayed up all night making this day."




1950

There once was a lady named Johnny

Who ran a camp just fine

When people said why

She said, "Oh, I don't know, I just like
To do it for the heck of it anyhow."

Known as - Johnny

Comes from - Galva

Has - a penny shaking nose

Pet peeve - that completely irrelevant pink elephant
Havitually - on the go

Hopes - for rain and sun

Hollers - about "buts" and such

1951

Through eight weeks of rain and sunshine
Johnny's kept us all in our prime

From her dip at sunrise

Till taps calms the wild cries

She cheerfully plans for all a good time.

Labelled - Johnny

Comes from - suburb of Kewanee

Looks - after Sally Wilson

Likes - rest hour

Loathes - people screaming at her in swimming
Hollers - "Keep your eye on the ball!"

1952
Manages Responsibility Jovially

Johnny our camp does direct

And insists everything be correct
At being top brass

She's far from crass

Displaying school marm's intellect.

Labelled - the brass
Lives - at Hillsdale



1952 (continued)

Looks - after everybody

Likes - rainy weather

Loathes - trippers who come home early
Lines - "Empty the astrays!"

1953
Makes Runoia Jump

For sea captains Johnny has a failing

But she can't find the time to go sailing

So she planned many trips

Back and forth to the ships

While Captains Kelley and Rand she is trailing.

To Johnny

Here's to the camper who brings all the fun
Here's to the camper who never won

Here's to the camper who never has played
Here's to the camper, our thanks long-delayed
Here's to the camper who praises we call
Here's to our Johnny, our leader in all.

Labelled - Johnny

Lives - for the September cruise
Looks - where she shouldn't
Likes - the Captain

Loathes - dirty faces

Lines - "Are you sereal?"

1954
Makes Rain Jolly

As director Johnny proved most versatile
Providing programs that more than fill the bill
With more bad weather than good

This her good mood withstood

Ending the season with a sense of good will.

Labelled - Johnny
Lives - in a raincoat
Looks - good in a towel



1954 (continued)

Likes - to visit the Murrays
Loathes - shirttails out
Lines - "One nation under God"

1955
Makes Runoia Jolly

Though Johnny's not terribly lean

Her sense of humor is keen}

And her laughter so hearty

Enlivens a party

Nothing's dull when she comes on the scene.

Labelled - Johnny

Lives - like a polar bear

Looks - out for all of us

Likes - tucked in shirt tails

Loathes - uninteresting postcards

Lines - "There's a lot of life in the old girl yet.

1956
Makes Runoians Jump

She shepherds us all through vacation
With a humor that's quite a sensation
She seldom is wrong

She's a friend true and strong

We know Johnny's no imitation.

Labelled - Johnny

Lives - in 4th shack

Looks - for shirt tails

Likes - Kathie

Loathes - chewing gum

Lines - "Hurry up, 6th shack."

1957
Makes Rocky Jump



1957 (continued)

In her terry cloth robe of bright blue
She goes daily to dip through the dew
They say she broke ice

Near the dock once or twice

Her name? Look it up in Who's Who.

Labelled - Johnny

Lives - on the coast

Looks - away from lobster

Likes - to tease

Loathes - banana cream pie

Lines - "Are we having flag-raising?"

1958
Makes Riotous Jokes

Johnny went swimming one day

But her glasses got clouded with spray
She said, "It's all right

Don't take such a fright."

With her, everything's always 0.K.

Labelled - Johnny

Lives - for morning dips

Looks - like a Wellesley graduate
Likes - things to run smoothly
Loathes - dippers

Lines - "The Aides will help."

11950

Johnny jumps for jingles and jokes

She pumps and she primes and she pokes

Then she can tell

That you are fell

She'll get you the next time too, she hopes.

Labelled - Johnny

Lives - with her camera

Looks - for peanut butter

Likes - her new car - it's a Rambler

Loathes - birthday cakes

Lines - "The Russians landed on Hoyt's Island!"



1960
Mirthfully Rules Juveniles

A blond from Ohio is here

She always is working in gear
Just ask her a date

A man or his fate

To all of us Johnny is dear.

Labelled - the blonde from Cincinnati
Lives - alone mostly in 2nd shack
Looks - well in her new bathing suit
Likes - the new bell

Loathes - golng to town

Lines - "Won't anyone try MY coffee?"

1961
Must Reprimand Juveniles

At seven o'clock when we're not awake
Johnny gets up her dip for to take

Her puns keep us groaning

But we're not bemoaning

The 35 summers she's spent at our lake.

1962
Most Rewarding Jokes

She kisses the kids every night

And tells them to pray for sun bright
When she finds her blue sack

Down at counselor's dock

Then Johnny will jump with delight.

Labelled - Johnny

Lives - with the lost and found
Looks - for the sun

Likes - morning skinny dips
Loathes - pepless people

Lines - "What do you want?"



1963
Morning Rises Joyously

Oh, Johnny, you're really a peach
With laughter always in reach

Your table's a riot

They just can't keep quiet!

You bring happiness always to each.

Labelled - Johnny

Lives - for her boat to win

Looks - content in her chaise-lounge during rest hour
Likes - tricky jokes

Loathes - lost and found

Lines - "Are there any more here who want stamps?"

1964
Makes Riotous Jokes

At her desk our Johnny does sit
And all the supplies she does get
At joking she's clever

And late she is never

And tennis balls she likes to hit.

Labelled - Johnny

Lives - at her desk

Looks - like the outdoor type
Likes - organization

Loathes - stupid questions

Lines - "What do you mean - cold?"

1965
Most Rousingly Jests

Our Johnny is no sleepy head

For this year she has a new bed.

Our tennis shoes she buys

Just any old size

And it's team points she keeps in her head.



1965 (continued)

Labelled - Johnny

Lives - for a long rest hour

Looks - efficient

Likes - her new bed?

Loathes - the no name pile

Lines - "Now, who needs tennis shoes?"

1966
Musically Relates Jokes

Each morning Johnny goes for a dip
And into her mink slink she does rip
Checking lighthouse hue

Be it pink or blue

Black coffee each morning she sips.

Labelled - Johnny

Looks - for door slammers
Lives - dangerously

Likes - to relax

Loathes - people being late
Lines - "Silence from 10 to 2."

1967
Merrily Receives Jokes

Our oldest CIT
Under the influence of Britain
Can't laugh last.

Labelles - Johnny

Sways toward - the Western roll

Leaves - the Eastern roll

Branches out - sharp as a needle

Barks - "This is the year of the toadstools!"

1968

Majestically Relaxes Joints



1968 (continued)

There is a young lady named Johnson
Who loves to swim without clothes on
She's cozy at night

With TV and light

And a blanket electric to doze on.

Labelled - Johnny

Lives - for late nights
Looks - for the Magic Marker
Likes - to pull a "Johnson"
Loathes - Guenther's barking
Lines - "Who's Betsy Ross?"

1969
Manages Rapport Judicially

This year our Johnny came late
We anxiously awaited the date

Her quips we did miss

At gum, she says, "ish"

At math she will e'er educate.

Labelled - Johnny
Looks - great!!

Lives - for a peaceful rest hour
Likes - slanting overpasses
Loathes - being late for camp
Lines - "I'll blow if you'll ring."

1970
Merrily Rocks (the) John

Our Johnny does live in First Shack
Choice comments she never does lack
Quiet rest hours she pleads

Bends to campers dire needs

Swims to the big float and right back.

Labelled - Johnny
Looks - for new tunes to end rest hour
Lives - in the lodge



1970 (continued)

Likes - her Greek jacket and her new rock
Loathes - defiance
Lines - "Royalty comes first."

il
Merrily Razzes Jack

Now Johnny does love to hide mail
To skinnies she'll merrily sail
Loves to tickle and tease

Her aim is to please

To her Mark she'll run without fail.

Labelled - Johnny

Looks - forward to playing with Mark

Lives - to recite new limericks

Likes - to tickle Marie

Loathes - noisy rest hours

Lines - "Who's going with me in the morning?"

1972
Makes Runoia Justifiable

As Johnny goes down for her dip
Her brood behind her does trip
She likes #10

Po all is a friend

Without her Runoia would slip.

Labelled - Johnny

Looks - for company for skinny dips

Lives - to see the day that Mrs. Volpe takes over

Likes - to harrass about the ciffin

Loathes - to oversleep

Lines - "Somebody needs lessons on how to put the roll on."

1973

Mingles (with) Restless Jibberers



1973 (continued)

To Second our Johnny did shift

And oft times at noise does get mift
Her clothes soaks each day

But the sun stays away

Our spirits she really does 1lift!

Labelled - Johnny

Lives - to tax people for getting too much mail

Looks - for a quiet rest hour

Likes - a full roll

Loathes - gum snapping and bubbles

Lines - "One is better than two, but none is better than one!"

1974
Miscalculates Rippogenus Jaunt

Our Johnny's so great when you meet her
There's little at which you can beat her
This summer at camp

Had weather so damp

She now has a big baseboard heater!

Labelled - Johnny

Looks - for Cincinnati to be in first place
Lives - 'til September 16th

Likes - Runoia songs

Loathes - shopping for shampoo and pads of paper
Lines - "I'm feeling rosie!"

1975
Mighty Rare Jewel

Prim and proper Johnny is not

Her dreams and her snoring won't stop
She is early to rise

To skinnies she flies

Her visit to Emma's won't be topped.

Labeled - Johnny
Looks - good in a crusher



1975 (continued)

Lives - enough for five or six people

Likes - Emma and the gang
Loathes - having to go to the hospotal when the work's starting
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